
 

 

 
Reverend Bryan B. Wright  

Pastor 

Holy Child Church  

240 S Main St, Mansfield, PA 

Saint Mary of Częstochowa Church  

144 St Mary’s St, Blossburg, PA 

Parish Mission Statement  

United with the Pope, we the members of Holy Child Parish 

seek to be a welcoming church, which fosters spiritual de-

velopment and expresses charity by living in word and deed 

the life of Christ. Under the leadership of the bishop, our 

goals are to implement effective ministries through word, 

worship, and the sacraments, to enhance the spiritual 

growth of our parish family, and to encourage, through 

works of love and faith, the unity of the Church. 

Sacraments 

Baptism:  Please call the Parish Office to schedule a meet-
ing with the Pastor and to schedule the ceremony.  

Reconciliation: Confessions are heard on:  

Saturdays:  2:15-3:00 pm  Holy Child Church 

First Fridays:  9:00-10:00 am Holy Child Church  

First Saturdays:  10:00-11:00 am  Saint Mary’s Church 

By appointment:  please contact the Parish Office. 

Holy Communion: Those preparing to receive Holy Com-
munion for the first time are asked to call the Parish Office.   

Matrimony: Couples should contact their Pastor at least six 
months before the planned wedding date.  

Anointing of the Sick:  For the infirm & homebound. Please 
contact the Parish Office to arrange a visit. 

New Parishioners:  Welcome to Holy Child Parish! New 
parishioners are asked to register by contacting the Parish 
Office. Registration is required for our religious education 
programs and for the Sacraments of Baptism, First Recon-
ciliation, Confirmation, and Matrimony. 

Parish Rectory Office Hours  

Monday, Tuesday, Friday:  9:30am - 2:30pm   

237 S. Main St, Mansfield, PA 16933  

Phone: 570-662-3568    Fax: 570-662-2113  

Email: hlychild@ptd.net  

Web: holychildparish.com 

2nd Sunday in 
Ordinary time 

January 14, 2024 

Weekend Masses  

Saturday   4:00   PM Holy Child 

Sunday   9:00  AM Saint Mary’s 

Sunday 11:15  AM Holy Child 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  

Saturday   3:00   PM Holy Child 

Sunday   8:30  AM Saint Mary’s 

Sunday 10:45 AM Holy Child 

Monday 11:30 AM Saint Mary’s 

Tuesday 11:30 AM Saint Mary’s 

Thursday   5:15   PM Holy Child 

Friday   8:00  AM Holy Child 
  

Devotional Prayers  

Monday 12:00  PM Saint Mary’s The Angelus 

Monday 12:45   PM Saint Mary’s Miraculous Medal 

Tuesday 12:00  PM Saint Mary’s The Angelus 

Tuesday 12:45  PM Saint Mary’s Saint Jude 

Thursday   6:00  PM Holy Child The Angelus 
 

Parish Contacts 
Financial Secretary: Darlene Buck 570-662-3568 

Secretary: Cara Clementi 570-662-3568 

Cemeteries: Cleo Warren 570-662-3568, by appointment 

Director of Religious Education: Darlene Buck 570-540-1332  

catholic.dre.holychild@gmail.com  

Health Ministry & Medical Equipment Loaning:  

Dotty Welsh 570-662-2057 

Knights of Columbus: Scott DiMarco srdimarco@hotmail.com 
Ladies Guild: Patty Hutcheson 570-662-2034 

St. Mary’s Hall: 638-2783 Holy Child Hall: 662-9996 



 

 

Scripture Readings   

Sun 
1/14 

1 Sm 3:3b-10,19     Ps 40:2,4,7-10      
1 Cor 6:13c-15a,17-20     Jn 1:35-42 

Mon 
1/15 

1 Sm 15:16-23     Ps 50:8-9,16-17,21,23   
Mk 2:18-22 

Tue 
1/16 

1 Sm 16:1-13     Ps 89:20-22,27-28     Mk 2:23-28 

Wed 
1/17 

1 Sm 17:32-33,37,40-51     Ps 144:1-2,9-10      
Mk 3:1-6 

Thu 
1/18 

1 Sm 18:6-9;19:1-7    Ps 56:2-3,9-14    Mk 3:7-12 

Fri 
1/19 

1 Sm 24:3-21     Ps 57:2-4,6,11     Mk 3:13-19 

Sat 
1/20 

2 Sm 1:1-4,11-12,19,23-27     Ps 80:2-3,5-7 
Mk 3:20-21 

Sun 
1/21 

Jon 3:1-5,10     Ps 25:4-9     1 Cor 7:29-31 
Mk 1:14-20 

Parish Offerings Received Jan 1–Jan 7, 2023  

Sunday Envelopes  $3,043.00  
Loose 141.00 
Christmas 130.00 
Christmas Flowers 30.00 
Holy Days  14.00 
Initial Offering 19.00 
Dues 15.00 
Fuel 30.00 
Total:  $3,422.00  
Diocesan: Care & Education of Priests 175.00 
Religious Retirement Fund 10.00 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Prayer List  

PLEASE PRAY…We pray, always, for deceased parishion-

ers, family, friends, and benefactors. May their souls and the 

souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. For those serv-

ing our country: Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. 

Protect them as they protect us. Bless them and their families 

in our time of need. For those who need special prayers:  

* Kirk Euson * Jane Mahonski 

* Richard Faber  * Christopher Mortensen 

* Bernice Frederick  * Richard Niemczyk 

* Catherine Gallagher  * Ethel Sandstrom 

* Douglas Kurzejewski * Lori Sherant 

* Tony Lupkowski * Kenneth Simpson 

* Tom MacBlane  * Yolanda Tacka 
  

We ask this in the name of Jesus our Lord and Savior. Amen.  

To request prayer for someone due to sud-

den illness, upcoming surgery, hospital 

stay, or those experiencing a hardship, 

please contact the Parish Office. To respect 

our parishioners’ privacy, please ask and 

specify if their names are to be put in the 

bulletin, added to the prayer chain, or both. 

“Spare a Prayer” Prayer Chain    

Contact: Maryjane Seifried at seifriedmaryjane@gmail.com 
or 549-7550 or Dotty Welsh at dhjrw@ptd.net or 662-2057. 

Our Lord is always listening. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
 ~ prior to all Masses ~  

Mass Schedule & Intentions 

Saturday, January 13    Vigil: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:00 pm, Holy Child: † Parishioners 

Sunday, January 14                 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00 am, St. Mary’s: † Theresa Carlson (by Dale & Marge Morgan) 

11:15 am, Holy Child: † James Leon Weiskopff  
(by Doug & Kathy Draxler) 

Monday, January 15                                                   Weekday 
12:10 pm, St. Mary’s: †Rose Mahosky (by Anna Bogaczyk & Family) 

Tuesday, January 16                                                   Weekday 
12:10 pm, St. Mary’s: † Joan Ruppert Lancaster  

(by Bob & Geri Hartlove) 

Wednesday, January 17                         Saint Anthony, Abbot 
No Mass 

Thursday, January 18                                                 Weekday 
6:00 pm, Holy Child: † Jean Leiboff (by Scott & Dawn Egan) 

Friday, January 19                                                      Weekday 
8:30 am, Holy Child: † Carolyn Folcarelli (by Pat & Jim Petro) 

Saturday, January 20    Vigil: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:00 pm, Holy Child: † Tom Stitch (by The Copperman Family) 

Sunday, January 21                 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
9:00 am, St. Mary’s: † Parishioners 
11:15 am, Holy Child: † Mary Margaret Leary  

(by The Charles Brennan Family) 

Sanctuary Light Intentions: This Week  
Saint Mary’s: Special Intention 

Holy Child: Charol Abrams Clementi (by Cara) 

The Sanctuary Light burns to remind us of the  
Real Presence of Christ reserved in the tabernacle.  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays—2:15 pm—Holy Child Church 

First Fridays—9:00 am—Holy Child Church 
First Saturdays—10:00 am—Saint Mary’s Church 

 

Visits to the Homebound 

If you or someone you know would 
like to receive Holy Communion, a 
pastoral visit, or a mailed bulletin, 
please contact the Parish Office. 

Would you or someone you know 
enjoy a friendly visit, a partner to play cards or games with, 
someone to read to them, or simply keep company? As an 
outreach of Marian Ministries, Mary Hohman has offered to 
visit local residents and nursing homes, to spend time with 
people who may feel alone. Contact Mary at (717) 203-9090. 

Financial Statements 2023 

If you would like a financial statement for 2023,  
please leave a note in the collection  

or call the Parish Office. Any contributions after 
December 31st are credited to 2024. 



 

 
 

Lectio Bible Study: Jewish Roots of Christmas 

 What is the true meaning of Christ-
mas? Why is the birth of a Jewish boy 
in Bethlehem the center of human his-
tory? And why is the feast of Christ-
mas so beloved, not just among Chris-
tians, but even among unbelievers? 
Join us Sunday, January 14th, fol-
lowing the 11:15 Mass for refresh-
ments and a third lesson by Dr. Pitre.  

Mark Your Calendar   
Jan 14: Lectio: Christmas, after 11:15 Mass 

Jan 18:  KofC Assembly starting with 6 pm Mass, Holy Child 

Jan 19: Stand for Life, 2 pm, Holy Child 

Jan 21: Lectio: Christmas, after 11:15 Mass 

Feb 4: KofC MU Council, 6:30 pm, Holy Child Hall  

Feb 7: Health Ministry, 10:30 am, Holy Child Hall 

Feb 8: Pastoral Council starting w/ 6:00pm Mass, Holy Child 

Feb 13: Ladies Guild, 6:00 pm, Holy Child Hall 



 

 

Inclement Weather Policy 

 If local schools are delayed/closed, for the safety of our 

parishioners, daily Mass will be said by Father in Holy 

Child Church that day. Office hours may be affected. 

Christmas Flower Donations and Intentions 

 Private intention by Mr. & Mrs. John Kearns. 

Jim & Betty Rieppel, Dorothy Hall, & Rose Bunn by 

Rosemary, Adele, Marsha, Scott, & Families. 

George Silvaney, Sr., Karen Silvaney Brown, & The 

Lounsbury Family by Mrs. Betty Silvaney. 



 

 

Please pray for our recently deceased. 

  

  
  

 

George Manikowski 

“Split the Pot!”  

Parish Fundraiser 

20 tickets left! 

(Only 200 total will be sold) 

Three lucky winners will each receive $1,000 cash!   

Four lucky winners will each receive $500 cash! 

Those are great odds of winning BIG!  

Tickets are $50.00 each,  

available after all Masses and in the Parish Office. 

Thank you for supporting this fun, important fundraiser.  

Drawing to be held January 28, 2024! 

Small Games of Chance License: 2304 

Spiritual Adoption of the Preborn—Month Five 

  Your spiritually adopted baby weighs over one pound now, 
and his mother can feel his movement. Before this time, he 
was too small for her to feel. Although he swam with ease in 
his watery world, he needed to be big and 
strong enough to kick hard against the out-
side wall and dent it—the inside wall of 
the uterus has little feeling. We are mid-
way through the pregnancy now. Your 
prayers have helped your baby’s mother 
continue with her pregnancy and seek the 
help she needs. Please keep praying for 
me & my mother. Thank you. 

Holy Child Health Ministry 

Please Join Us! 

Have you heard of it?  

What’s it all about? 

Our mission is to promote the health & wellness of the com-
munity.  Organized in 2001, we provide: 

 Medical equipment (hospital beds, walkers, shower 
chairs, “potty” items, crutches, wheelchairs) 

 Transportation for appointments, shopping, supplying 
meals, visiting, and praying.  

 Financial support for local food pantries, pro-life facili-
ties, veterans & homeless facilities, Seeds of Hope in 
Wellsboro, and Well Spring in Mansfield.  

 Educational programs, support for retreats & youth camps. 

 Ongoing card outreach program. 

 October Life Chain and January Stand for Life. 

For a decade, we have received grant money from the Dio-
cese of Scranton and occasionally received donations from 
recipients of our services.  SURPRISE!  We are not asking 
you for money. We need new members. We meet on the first 
Wednesday of the month for 10 months of the year. 

Please consider sharing your time & talents through our min-
istry. Membership requires a caring heart & willingness to 
help.  Isn’t that you?  Join us for a meeting or contact any 
member for more info (Darlene Buck, Laurie Coffee, Kathy 
Draxler, Terry Faber, Lillian Fox, Mary Kay Hawn, Terri 
Nash, Matthew Neclerio, Sophie Schwoyer, Dotty Welsh). 

We bid you the Peace of our Lord.  

* Stand For Life * 

We invite YOU to Stand for Life here with our parishioners, 
as the March for Life takes place in Washington, DC! 

Friday, January 19th 

2-3PM in front of Holy Child Church, Mansfield, PA 

Meet at 1:50 inside the Church to start with a prayer.  

Bring a chair if you prefer to sit.  
We’ll have a variety of signs for you to hold, if you choose.  

We’ll have coffee, hot chocolate, cookies, and conversation to 
warm us up after. Please, let’s make this our biggest group 
yet! Call Laurie Coffee 703-470-2975 with any questions. 

PA House Bill 1888—Please Call 

We need a full court press to defeat House Bill 1888,  
proposed pro-abortion Constitutional Amendment.  

Please call PA House Judiciary Committee members below 
with this message: Please oppose House Bill 1888. I do not 

want my hard-earned tax money to pay for abortion. 

Thank you for making these 
critical calls! Please share. 

Hon. Rob W. Kauffman 
(717) 705-2004 
  

Hon. Kate A. Klunk 
(717) 787-4790 
  

Hon. Torren C. Ecker 
(717) 783-8875 
  

Hon. Clint Owlett 
(717) 772-5371 
  

Hon. Timothy R. Bonner 
(717) 783-6438 
  

Hon. Joe Hamm 
(717) 787-5270 

Hon. David H. Rowe 
(717) 787-3443 
  

Hon. Jim Rigby 
(717) 772-9924 
  

Hon. Joe Kerwin 
(717) 260-6148 
  

Hon. Paul Schemel 
(717) 783-5218 
  

Hon. Robert Leadbeter 
(717) 783-1102 



 

 

We Three Kings?  |   Confirmation Class Notes 

Last weekend, we celebrated the Epiphany. What do we know about the story of Epiphany? What are the implications? 

You know their names: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, but where do we learn that from the Gospel? The short answer is, we 
don’t. The gospels also don’t tell us that there are three of them, and they certainly aren’t kings, regardless of what the song says. 

Let’s start with the “kings” title. This is probably pretty simply a conflagration from Psalm 72 that says, “May all kings fall down 
before him, all nations serve him” (v. 11). It is most likely that the title of Magi, as a plural of Magus is more appropriately refer-
ring to men who are members of a priestly cast from Persia. This also fits in with the line about them coming “from the east.” 
Although we do not have a scholarly consensus of the origin of the men. What we do know about them is that they were deemed 
important enough to be granted an audience with Herod, so while they were not kings, they were not common men.  The names 
of these men are mere pious tradition from the era of the fifth century, which also suggests the Caspar came from India, Melchior 
from Persia, and Balthazar from Arabia. This era also seems to be when the idea that they may have been kings arose. Other rites 
in communion with Rome have different traditions both of the names, and even the number of wise men. Syriac rite Catholics 
believe there were twelve! 

So where do we get the idea there were three of them? This is probably based on the three gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh 
that the Magi brought Jesus. The Gospel being what it is, why are the gifts important enough to list, but the number of Magi in-
consequential? That is because each gift led first century Jews to an important revelation about who Jesus was. Gold is a gift for 
royalty, symbolic of Jesus as King, specifically the rightful King, the branch of Jesse and the heir of David. Frankincense, which 
was burned in the temple as an offering to God pointed to His divinity. Myrrh, while being a tree resin like frankincense, was not 
routinely burned, but was rather mixed with oils and used to anoint the dead as part of the burial preparations, this pointed to the 
importance of his death, and also hints at him being the Christ, 
or, “anointed.” 

The wise men foresaw the birth of a new King, and traveled to 
the palace to try find him. Upon learning Herod did not have a 
new son, they consulted with the Priests and scribes to find 
Him. 

It is important to note about the Magi, that when they visited 
Jesus, it lead them to believe he was not just a king but the Mes-
siah.  This is indicated by the fact that these men took a lengthy 
journey to pay homage to a king. They invested a lot into com-
ing to Jerusalem.  They, as a group, decided that the life of the 
young Jesus was worth risking a political reckoning from a man 
they traveled long distances to visit his presumed heir. By not 
returning to Herod to inform on the location on the location of 
Jesus, they sealed their political fate. 

Of note, many scholars believe that Herod the Great died in the 
year 1B.C. meaning Jesus would have been born in 2 or 3.B.C. 

Epiphany means something between “manifestation” and 
“revelation” (not to be confused with prophetic revelation) as 
indicates the realization of the Christ by Gentiles with the “wise 
men” as avatars. We also traditionally recognize the two other 
“manifestations” on Epiphany, the baptism of Jesus, and the 
wedding at Cana. 

The other connection between the Magi and the baptism is in 
the blessing of the homes. The code chalked on our doorways as 
(this year) 20+C+M+B+24 are said to both be the initials of 
Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar as well as the Latin “Christus 
Mansionem Benedicat” translated to “May Christ Bless the 
House.” 

May we all participate in the deeper realization of Jesus as 
Christ and Messiah. 

Your Brother in Christ, Z. Buck 

Marian Ministries  

2024 Calendar of Events 

Jan. 26-28th 
Bold & Beautiful Women's Retreat 
Holy Transfiguration Retreat Center, 
Dalton, PA 

Feb. 14 - Mar. 31 
Online Lenten Book Study 
"Restore" by Sr. Miriam James Heidland 

March or April 
Pilgrimage to the Basilica of the National Shrine  
  of the Immaculate Conception Washington, DC 

May 7th 
"A Morning Marian Pilgrimage" with Christine DiNova 
Notre Dame Retreat, Canandaigua 

May 18th 
Women's Brunch 
St. Peter’s Church 

June 8th 
Women's Conference 
Scranton, PA 

Sept. or Oct. 
Mt. Saviour Retreat 
 

Dominican Rosary Pilgrimage 

Please join the Dominican Friars in a national pilgrimage de-
voted to Christ and Our Lady. Pray the Nine Month Novena on 
the Last Saturday of each month, starting on January 27, 2024. 
For more information visit: https://rosarypilgrimage.org/ 

* We will arrange a pilgrimage to the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, Washington, DC, some-
time during the coming year. See future bulletins for details! 

October 4th, First Saturday 
Living Rosary Celebration 
St. Mary’s 
Living Rosary 

Dec. 1. - Dec. 24 
Advent Book Study 

https://rosarypilgrimage.org/


 

 

The Angelus  

To Be Prayed Daily at 6am, 12pm, & 6pm 
Prayed at our Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday Masses 

The Angel of the Lord 
declared to Mary:  
And she conceived of the 
Holy Spirit. Hail Mary… 
 

Behold the handmaid of 
the Lord:  
Be it done unto me ac-

cording to Thy word. 

Hail Mary… 
 

And the Word was made Flesh:  

And dwelt among us. Hail Mary… 
 

Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God, that we may be made 

worthy of the promises of Christ.  
 

Let us pray:  Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy 

grace into our hearts; that we, to whom the incarnation of 

Christ, Thy Son, was made known by the message of an 

angel, may by His Passion and Cross be brought to the glo-

ry of His Resurrection, through the same Christ Our Lord.  

Amen.  

Holy Transfiguration Retreat Center 

1000 Seminary Rd, Dalton, PA  18414 

Inspired by the teaching of St. Therese of Lisieux.  Talks and 

Music Ministry by Kara Kardell (sinner striving for sainthood; 

wife and mother of 3) and Fred Shellabarger (husband, father, 

spiritual arsonist, big kid who loves Jesus). $75 for students; 

$125 for shared room; $175 for single room. Register at 

https://tinyurl.com/BoldandBeloved 

The Marian Ministries Team invites and encourages women 

from our parishes to take advantage of this amazing oppor-

tunity to rest, reflect, and begin the New Year. A carpool or 

other transportation may be arranged, depending on the num-

ber of reservations. Email marian-ministries@outlook.com or 

call Linda Sampson @ 570-404-2180. 

Attention, All High School Young Women:  
Capuchin Sisters of Nazareth Group Meetings 

The Capuchin Sisters of Nazareth invite all High School 
young women (grades 9-12) to their Nazareth Group meetings 
from 11:00 am - 4:30 pm on the following Saturdays: 

2024: January 20th, April 20th, June 1st 
Encounter deep prayer, enriching discussions, faith-based 

friends, nature walks, and more!  Two 
locations available: Mother of God 
Convent (Tunkhannock; Sister Angela 
570-836-2737) and Mother of the Eu-
charist Convent (Williamsport; Sister 
Clare 570-745-3334).  Please RSVP 
with the Sisters before each meeting.  

mailto:marian-ministries@outlook.com


 

 

THE CATHOLIC CURRENT  
Bringing Christ to the World  

and the World to Christ.  

Producer & Host  
Fr. Robert McTeigue, S.J.  

Regular Air Time  
Monday-Friday, 5 pm  

https://thestationofthecross.com/programs/ 
the-catholic-current/ 

 
Monday through Friday 

9 am to 5:30 pm 

Closed 
Saturday & Sunday  

 

2 Riverside Plaza 
Blossburg, PA  16912 

570-638-2820 
Free Next Day Delivery to 

Blossburg, Mansfield, Wellsboro and Surrounding Areas 

Papa the Butcher  
Meat-Deli-Seafood  

Monday - Saturday  

9:00 am - 6:30 pm  

Closed on Sunday  

Lunch 11-1 pm - Dinners 4 pm-Sold Out  

95 West Wellsboro, Street, Mansfield, PA  

570-662-7885 

Stop in to see  

Nancy Furlong & Michele Sargent 

15 N. Main Street, Mansfield, PA 16933 

570-662-ROSE (7673) 

NORTHERN TIER BEVERAGE, INC  
BEER DISTRIBUTOR  

Domestics, Imports, Crafts, Ciders,  
Malts, Non-Alcoholic Beer  

Kegs, Cases, 12-packs, 6-packs, singles  
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!  

570-662-2523 RESPONSIBLY SERVING 
SINCE 1990 133 N. Main St., Mansfield, Pa 

Your Ad  

Here! 

Please contact the 
Parish Office. 

Book Recommendation 

from Father Bryan... 

A Church in Crisis:  

Pathways Forward 

By Ralph Martin 

Reminder for Funerals... 
 

Eulogies are permitted during:  
Funeral home vigil services 

Graveside committal services 
Luncheons after Funeral Masses 

 

Eulogies are not permitted during  
Funeral Masses (CCC1688). Thank you. 

1803 ROUTE 287, MORRIS, PA 16938 
(570) 404-6159 

The Blessed  

Sacrament is  

reserved in the 

Tabernacle.  

Please help to maintain a prayerful 

The local food 
pantries need 

our donations of  
non-perishable 

items.  
 

Collection bins are in both churches.   
 

Thank you for your support! 

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, 
glorified, loved, and preserved throughout 
the world, now and forever. St. Jude, work-
er of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, help of 
the homeless, pray for us. Say this  prayer 9 

times a day, by the 8th day your prayers 
will be answered (if it be God’s will.) It has 
never been known to fail. Publication must 
be promised. Thank you, St. Jude. Amen. 

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

 

 


